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Metck Gets Approval 
To Sell Cancer Drug 

NEW YORK, Dec. 24 (AP)— Merck & Co. said today 
t has won Federal approval to market an anti-cancer 
Irug. The company said it would start selling the drug 
.0 hospitals next month. 

The drug has been found useful against a rare type 
>f kidney cancer known as wilm’s tumor, but is not a 
cure for the disease, the drug company said. 

Victims of the disease are 
mostly children. 


News of the federal ap- 
proval sent Merck stock up 
more than $4 to about $51 a 
share on the New York stock 
exchange. 

A spokesman for Merck 
said final approval from the 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion to market the drug came 
during the fall. 

The drug, an antibiotic 
called Dactinomycin, pro- 
longs and intensifies the effect 
of radiation treatment on the 
tumor. 

The drug also inhibits 
growth and reproduction of 
more tumorous cells, Merck 
said, but is most effective 
when used in conjunction 
with surgery and radiation. 

In Washington, John L. 
Harvey, Deputy Commission- 
er of Food and Drugs, Said 
the drug has been approved 
for sale for use in treatment 
of hospitalized patients only, 
and with labeling specifying 
that it is to be used only in 
treament of certain types of 
cancer. He described it as 


“an adjunct drug to be used 
in the treatment.” 

Harvey said this is “the 
first drug of significance of 
this kind that we have been 
able, to clear -for use against 
a limited number of neo- 
plasm (tumor-Uke growths).” 
He expressed hope others 
soon may follow. 

Dactinomycin first was iso- 
lated by Dr. Selman Waks- 
man of Rutgers University in 
1940 while Waicsman was 
working on antibiotics that 
were to lead to his discovery 
of Streptomycin. 

The company said its role 
in Dactinomycin started with 
its financing of Waksman’s 
work on the drug at Rutgers. 

A Merck spokesman said 
the drug would have limited 
application— p rohably less 
than 10,000 people. . 

Because of its limited ap- 
plication, Merck said the drug 
was “unlikely to be of eco- 
nomic significance to the com- 
pany.” 



